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EX-US officer saw

Barbie questioned

From Wire Services

PITTSBURG. Calif. - A former
US counterintelligence officer says
he witnessed the interrogation of
an arrogant, taunting Klaus Bar-
ble by French investigators who
were hostile to the Gestapo chief
after World War 1.

John Wilims says he escorted
Barbie to three days of interroga-
tion by French agents in the spring
of 1946, and stood by, armed, to
prevent the French from killing the
man accused of torturing and kill-
ing resistance leadur Jean Moulin
and thousands of other people.

He said French officers tried to
get Barbie to reveal who betrayed*
Moulin, but Barbie wouldn't break.

‘Thcy were ready to tear him
apart,” Willms said. -

“I'd ‘'say the guy was taunting
the French,” Wilims said of Barbie.
Safc in the custody of the US Army,

“he felt so secure he wmld glve
them smart answers.™ - >:° -

Barbie admitted he ordered the
execution of a group of nuns after
an arms cache was discovered® ‘at
their Lyon convent. - t

“The nuns were lmprlsoned,
he said in the interview. “‘l don't re-
member whether they were execut-

ed, but it seems to me they were. -
Yes, now | remember, thcywereex-

ecuted.”

Barbie said a number ofwomen :
resistance fighters were captured :
and often tortured by men workm.g :

under his orders. -
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48 hours,” he satd of a radio opera-

tor captured in a special Gestapo |

operation. “Shenmtalkedatan. A

She was brave and my %
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Barbie, the Gestapo chief of - . *The woman -died after adni!
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Lyon. during the German occupa--ting she was @’ resistance -agent - :
* tion, was expelied Feb. 5.from .Bo-:. and&ndreedvedunaﬂertoap—
livia, where he had lived since. the - nize this operation;” he said. “Tar- ..
‘war, and was Tlown to France or.dered her <execution “4nd- then o ™
m;lonchargcsofamagamst*‘wvanpmmehith:wher
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